
Kentucky state Parks



Our mission
Provide a sustainable system of parks

that delivers quality programs, amenities,
and services, creating memorable

experiences and a sense of place. This
system will contribute to the economic

growth of the commonwealth and
preserve the historic and natural integrity

and traditions of our parks for existing
and future generations. 



Promote Kentucky as an inclusive travel experience
Build public and private partnerships
Pursue funding opportunities that will allow Kentucky State Parks to
continue to address the continuous maintenance needs at each state park 
Protect and conserve Kentucky’s natural resources
Continue to be a leader in Kentucky’s tourism industry
Focus on advertising efforts
Expand our travel market
Exceed guests’ expectations by creating memorable experiences
Continue to improve facility enhancement initiatives

our vision



“Mere words can never adequately describe the many
points of natural beauty in Kentucky…The striking contrasts
in nature cannot be forced within the covers of a book. The

vastness of the great outdoors; the infinite detail of each
physical component; the myriad forms of life…and a

thousand other wonderful experiences await the lover of
nature in the wilderness…Here are the natural parks
awaiting State custodianship. Their acquisition and

preservation by the Commonwealth constitute a service in
which we may all unite with pride and enthusiasm.”

Willard Rouse Jillson, May 1924 
1st State Park Director



44 parks

in 45 counties
& 2 states





impact of tourism in Kentucky
$14.3 billion



over 8 million annual visitors
1.6 million overnight visitors 



Ranked 3  in the nation behind Ca & NY
in revenue production

rd

Generating $55 million annually with a
$118 million dollar annual allotment 



Over 700 full-time people employed
800-1000 seasonal employees during busy season



44 State Parks

49,000+ acres

300 miles of trails

13 golf courses

30 campgrounds

600 full time & 1000+ seasonal
employees

34 pools & beaches



investments



This year’s impact:
February floods:

6,743 room nights
Buckhorn, Cumberland Falls, Jenny Wiley, Natural Bridge, Lake Barkley, Pine
Mountain

April floods:
2,700 room nights
General Butler and Pennyrile

May tornadoes:
72 room nights
Cumberland Falls and Lake Cumberland

Currently, we are still housing victims
49 travel trailers at Jenny Wiley
10 at General Butler
42 people in 14 rooms at Jenny Wiley, General Butler and Natural Bridge

Natural disaster response



2021 Western Kentucky Tornado Natural Disaster
Kentucky State Parks used 6 Resort Parks to house displaced victims

Provided 13,300 room nights
Provided 48,15 room nights for first responders
Housed 44,963 total victims

2022 Eastern Kentucky Flood Natural Disaster
Kentucky State Parks used 3 Resort Parks to house displaced victims

Provided 9951 total room nights
Housed 33,794 total victims



Government entities
County judges 
Local government

Tourism commissions
Friends groups

Fundraisers
Infrastructure investments
Volunteer clean-ups 
Trail work

Example: Lake Malone State Park
Big Twigs
Accessible playground equipment

Community partnerships



Support from Governor Beshear and the General Assembly resulted in the
establishment of a Kentucky Trail Town Grant Fund of $720,000 for eligible
Kentucky Trail Town communities
2024 Grant Cycle: 19 Towns applied for a total of $546,374.08
2025 Grant Cycle: Currently open for remaining Trail Towns that did not apply in
2024

Trail Town Grants



community outreach
Schools 

Group visits 
In-school programs 

Over 1000 parks programs this year
Libraries
4-H
Tour buses  
Weddings 
Family reunions
Conferences 



Examples:
Johnson County

Recreational Trails Project to enhance Dawkins Line Rail Trial 
City of Dawson Springs 

Recreational Trails (RTP) Project to develop mountain bike skills area at Pennyrile
Forest State Resort Park

Kentucky Dam Village State Resort Park - Calvert City hike bike trail connection and Bo
Beckett Memorial Mountain Bike Trail
Jenny Wiley State Resort Park - Sugar Camp Mountain Bike Trails 
Historic Cherokee State Park - Lodge renovation and Coach Mimms Trail construction
Buckhorn Lake Trail renovations and Park Staff Trail Maintenance Class - Perry County
Fiscal Court Trail crew

Partner projects



Multijurisdictional Projects: These long distance trail and recreation based projects include a
variety of partners such as Federal agencies, local governments, universities, non-profits and
additional state agencies

Tennessee RiverLine Project (Kenlake, KDV)
Ohio River Recreational Trail (Blue Licks Battlefield, Big Bone Lick, General Butler, John
James Audubon, Wickliffe Mounds)
Pine Mountain State Scenic Trail/Great Eastern Trail (Breaks, Kingdom Come, Pine
Mountain)
Riverlands Alliance (Kentucky Dam Village, Kenlake, Lake Barkley, Mineral Mound,
Wickliffe Mounds, Columbus-Belmont)
US Bike Route 21/Boone Trace (Pine Mountain, Dr. Thomas Walker, Fort Boonesborough)
US Bike Route 23/John Muir (Dale Hollow, Barren River)
Cave Country Trails/Green River National Water Trail (Barren River, Nolin)

Continued...



Louisville Orchestra In Harmony Tour
Cumberland Falls State Resort Park 

Writing Workshops
Silas House
Frank X Walker
Crystal Wilkinson 

Concert series at Rough River
Salt Fest at Big Bone Lick
Wildlife watching

Barren River 
JJ Audubon 

unique events 



marketing impact
We market all 44 state parks and the system as a whole 

Both in-state and in surrounding states 
We are driving outdoor recreation, lodging, dining and camping

Special events
Festivals 

We are targeting families, outdoor recreation enthusiasts and legacy park visitors 
The official Kentucky State Parks app powered by Outerspatial coming soon...
We’d love to collaborate! 



what is your community’s
vision for your park?



Thank you!

@kystateparks @kystateparks parks.ky.gov

follow for more updates!


